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Analysis Overview
I

Rural vs. National Traditional Media Coverage Analysis

1 Deep dive into coverage topics in rural outlets and in national top outlets
understanding similarities and differences in areas of coverage and the two
media landscapes.

Rural Traditional Media vs. Rural Social Media

2 Understanding areas of coverage and how topics translate from one medium to
the other and may impact the discourse in rural communities.

Rural Social Media Issue Deep Dive

8 A deep dive into hot topics of the quarter and discussions on social media
among rural populations. Analysis centers around issues of Crime and Law
Enforcement, Inflation, and Climate and Energy.




Audience Methodology

Traditional Media Rural Outlet
Criteria

Outlet is located within a county that meets

the below criteria:

* Population is less than 200,000
residents

* Won by President Trump in 2020
election

* Coverage was analyzed from more than
200 newspaper outlets located in key
rural counties
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Social Media Rural Audience
Criteria

Twitter users that meet the below criteria:

* Geo-tagged in Arizona, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, or Wisconsin

* Unverified

* Do not self describe as members of the
media

* Are not Geo-tagged in major metro areas
connected to top 200 U.S. cities




Rural vs. National

Traditional Media Coverage Analysis




Media Coverage Key Findings

Reports of local crimes and sentencing along with news around police shootings and ongoing law enforcement scrutiny draw attention to this issue.

Focus on international affairs made up a hefty 29% of coverage in top national outlets this quarter and a significant 11% of coverage in rural outlets.
Notably this issue was only loosely connected to other issues covered. Rural outlets are focused on news involving Russia while national publications
take a broader focus on other international issues and further implications.

News of inflation in rural outlets was primarily centered around gas prices as outlets followed the rising prices and reported updates. The issue was
often tied to ongoing Russian conflict and updates from President Biden in national coverage. While this was a central topic to overall coverage,
volume was relatively low.

Aside from rising prices and ties to Russia, coverage focused on steps toward a clean energy future and ongoing initiatives. A key difference here was
a focus on electric vehicle technology in national coverage and a focus on wildlife in rural coverage.

Narratives on inflation, schools, and COVID-19 leading both national and rural media coverage can be tied closely to guidance from national
Republican initiatives.




Rural vs. Top National Coverage Topics
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Rural Outlet Coverage Map
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Media Coverage Key Findings
BY STATE

Coverage across states was fairly consist

in topic of focus and volume of coverage.

: North Carolina A

Inflation is central to coverage

Arizona

e Has the highest proportion of news focused

on crime .« Concerns about the economy are present

* Increased focused on environmental and . throughout the network
climate protection . » Focus on upcoming elections is

* News about indigenous people and school disproportionately part of the media
boards were central to coverage : conversation in NC

Pennsylvania ’ . Wisconsin

e Coverage on COVID-19 and international .« Coverage on COVID-19 and restrictions take
affairs takes up a larger space than other up a larger space than the other states, and
states is highly connected to other topics of

* School-based politics is disproportionately : coverage
large in PA .« Election integrity is disproportionately

« Inflation is the center of conversation in PA represented in WI following ongoing

investigations




Rural Outlet Coverage Topics

BY STATE
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Social Media Analysis

Focus on Crime & Law Enforcement, Inflation, and Energy & Climate
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Social Media Topic Analysis Key Findings

Rural social media conversations are focused on finger pointing and assigning blame for
issues affecting the lives of Americans. President Biden has emerged as a consistent

target of blame.

Crime & Law
Enforcement

. Social conversations are politically
charged focusing on crimes and
sentencing around war crimes for
Putin, financial and election crimes
for Trump, and Biden family
implications.

. Discussion of police funding is
heavily scrutinized and focused on
Democratic platforms.

. There is an appetite for more
accountability within the justice
system and broader government

from police, politicians, and judges.

Inflation

Biden is the central focus of this
conversation as rural Americans
are quick to attribute rising prices
to his leadership.

Gas is the commodity most in focus
during discussions of inflation, with
ties to Russia as well as users
engaging with one another and
questioning the source of the
increase.

Ties to employment and the labor
market are relatively weak within
the conversation, and led by
discussion supporting an increase
in the minimum wage when
mentioned.

Energy & Climate

Climate activists lead the
conversation, urging immediacy of
steps to combat climate change.

Ties of the oil and gas industry to
politics including lobbying power,
pressure to produce, and pressure
to keep profits at bay lead some of
the most engaging discussions on
the topic.

Discussion of specific renewable
energy sources is met with
skepticism as users look for
evidence of an efficient alternative.




Rural Social Media vs. Rural Traditional Media

Focus on international affairs, COVID-19, and inflation increases while focus on crime
decreases as rural Americans move from receiving news to discussing content on social

media.

Crime & Law

Rural Outlets

Courtesy of FTP Insights

Rural Social Media
Courtesy of Impact Social
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Social Media Topic Analysis: Trending Terms
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Crime & Law Enforcement




Crime & Law Enforcement Highlights

Accountability and politics drive conversations on social media.

* Accountability within the justice system resonates in all
areas of the conversation.

e b « Most talk of crimes is incredibly politically charged, and

gun V|0|ence ’ often at the national level.

Cnmlnal openly criminal Tum ¢ Democratic messaging has an outsized voice, with heavy
risk in conversation around police funding. Rural
VI n e Americans are not receptive to funding cuts and paint a
picture of privilege around those calling for them.

gang rape B murder violent criime
sexual assault * Mentions of Biden, Trump, Putin within this topic are
inflation m:‘ ;',:f; direct criticisms of the politicians.
worst cnme
illegal immigrant _ _ _
flegal immigration  domestic viclence  fapist * Recent studies on crime rates are largely going
homicide - gambling unnoticed among rural audiences.

* Poverty and re-entry into workforce are gaining
engagement but not yet top themes. While these
discussions begin to emerge, there is an opportunity to
jump into these conversations and lead.

Rural Social Conversation:
Crime & Law Enforcement
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Crime & Law Enforcement Subtopics

3% True Crime in
Pop Culture

. . iy ipe .
6% Immigration 18% Trump Criticisms & Accusations
. 4.5% Criticism of Biden being too soft 3' 8‘; Cr?a'na{;)?nves tigations in NY
. O e . . . .8% Crimi
1.5% Criticism of funds spent on illegal aliens . 3.29% Election crimes
. . . 2.5% Jan 6 Committee
(")
™% Reasglgl T‘?:‘S'P“S d hate cri 1.9% Criticisms of Merrick Garland going too easy
. .5% Racial tensions and hate crimes
. 1.0% Rittenhouse trial
7% Other Crimes C € 3.2% Broad commentary on immunity, etc.

. 3.9% Identity and retail theft
. 2.5% Traffic Stops
. 1.0% Insider Trading

. 2.7% Trump v Biden criticisms
. 2.7% D v R finger pointing

. 2.6% "Biden Crime Family”

. 2.0% Accountability

Enforcement

8% Sexual Assault

. 4.4% Rape allegations and coverups
" 3.3%Broader sexual assault Thematic breakdown of rural Twitter 12% Police & Law Enforcement
conversation . 4.6% Broad commentary, mentions of police
Apr 2. 2022 action and reports
770,610 Posts from Jan 2 to Apr 2, 20. . 2.1% Public Safety
. 1.7% Law enforcement interpretation and
support

. 1.6% Defund the Police
1.5% Government role, protests, crimes

9% Guns & Shootings
. 4.6% Mass shootings
. 3.9% Broader gun violence

3.1% Criticisms of specific judges
. 2.7% Life in prison

10% Russia

. 7.0% Putin is a war criminal . 2.4% Felony charges, ties to some politicians
. 2.0% Crimes in breaking news . 2.0% Arrest warrants and historical
. 1.1% Crimes against humanity references

|

Rural Social Conversation: -
' ~§

Crime & Law Enforcement

17




Crime & Law Enforcement # Index

Rural Pop Indexed against Twitter Gen Pop
Focus on Ukraine and Russia leads hashtag engagement in the conversation around crime.
< Under indexed | Over Indexed =

#demvoicel
. #ukraine

#crime
#sotu
#wtpblue

 #bi

#breaking
| #standwithukraine
 #mystery
" {russia
( #onevl
. #thriller
 #bluevoices
© #putin
O #iartg
©  #freshwords
©  #murder
©  #capitolriot

#justicematters

#antifa

©  #january6th
© #oscars
© {#resistanceunited
©  #blm

Twitter General Population

-10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Index

The Index value is the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the target topic divided by the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the comparison topic.
The Index value is 50+ when the %share of the insight for the comparison topic is zero.




Top Posts: Crime & Law Enforcement &/

Impact of Poverty

@mw—n
Sy wees
Neighborhoods near the downtown district, albeit

neglected, used to be affordable. Development of
those areas into high-end residential, restaurant, and

Any attempt to decrease crime without addressing
poverty is a waste of time and money.

President Trump

Dr. Jof Rabinowits (VoteSluelnd2) ==
Qe TT

- The National Archives sent a ton of Trump papers to
the 1/6 committee

- The committee has asked Ivanka for a sit-down
- Tish James is all over the Trump Org

- Georgia DA requests special grand jury for a criminal
investigation of election imterference by TFG

. Karl Roserdeld -
Geaerecor

So it's finally arrived. Fani Wilks, Fulton County D.A. is
conducting a criminal investigation of Donald Trump.
She has also asked FBI for protection for her and

irvestigators. I'm unaware of a president ever being
criminally investigated, at least in our Metime, Ever,

President Putin

£ Oonrn Wik
@dorrarzamTary

I ask that the hostilities be ceased immediately and
that President Putin put an end to the military
operations. As Orthodox Christians, we condemn
violence and aggression.” Statement from my Orthodox
hierarch, Metropolitan Tikhon. £3 Lord have Mercy.
Praying for Ukraine.

a sl & Keneeth £ [ " #EndPutin

Putin shouldn't be given an inch. He's a war criminal.
The Russians need to end his reign, or continue to
suffer more and more until they do.

President Putin

U & o Meeblow Noves HONK 3 4 B
020 Tremeeris

The dots are connecting.

These 2 videos explain the horrible things happening
under Biden past and current. It's all out there now.
Undeniable. irLaptopFromidell Mresson

The Biden crime family are all naked, 2%

Racial Issues

’ W Pernihro et -
Prisens

The founder of BLM Memphis chapter was just
sentenced to B years in prison for illegally registering to

vote in Tennessee while having felony convictions.
Need to see more accountability like this!

150 MW - Faib 6, 2007 - Twittar for Mhone

Charies Grabarm O
OCrarestrshamNC

i Black kids in the 1960s could endure hate and

violence at newly integrated schools, | think the kids of
today can endure leaming about it.

Re-entry

Paige + .
Ciages e
How can anyone with a criminal record be expected to
easily tumn their life around with all of the obstacles
they're faced with after offending? It’s recipe for
failure.

Jeanca e
SLAT
There are not enough reentry resources out there for
people. Our criminal legal system sets people up for
fallure then acts surprised when they return to a cell,




Inflation
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Inflaion Highlights

Perceived shortcomings of President Biden lead conversation of and debate around

inflation.

s Tgh gas pnce
mmpnce -

|anat|on

Putin insufin food price @

“"”gasmpnce

Wi e den '

Presdert Bde

'«cm. mm ymw'u
clanenergy  fuel price

Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

President Biden is the focus of conversation around
inflation. Direct mentions of his name as well as
emerging terms such as #bidenflation account for nearly
1/3 of all rural conversation on inflation.

Social conversation among rural Americans revolves
around gas prices, what they are currently, and who’s to
blame for their rise.

There is no direct defense or positive conversation
around President Biden in the conversation. Rural
Americans will change the conversation from blame to
explaining the inner workings of industry and economics
but will not defend Biden directly.

Similar to media coverage, there is very little focus on
employment and labor issues tied to inflation. The most
resonant subtopic was support of an increase to the
minimum wage.

Rural audiences are unforgiving to corporations who
increase prices and quick to characterize their greed.
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Inflation Subtopics

4% Role of Border
Security

0 .
. 2.0% Minimum wage . 4.1% Release of oil reserves
o . . 3.9% Ties of pricing to Russia conflict
4% Home Prices . 3.7% Gas price implications on other goods
. 3.2% Weekly price updates
. 2.7% Looting in Kazakhstan, trucker protest criticism
B . 2.7% Electric car adoption accelerating

7% Corporate Greed & Profit

Inflation

6% Drug Prices
3.7% Republicans vote against insulin price cap
2.5% Broader drug price critiques

§J

3.8% Federal Interest Rate

% vernment Spendin . 3.5% Inflation is tax on Americans
.9 Gggo/e,mpact of government spending Thematic breakdown of rural Twitter . 2.7% General price increases on specific
o T roducts
. 2.7% Increased scrutiny of government conversation P 9% Inflation i | L
spending 307,570 Posts from Jan 2 to Apr 2, 2022 . 2.5% Inflation is a global economic issue

9% Oil & Energy

Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

. 1.9% Rate hits 40 year high

o .
2.6% Impact of Build Back Better 1.6% Printing money

5.1% Direct blame of Biden for "Bidenflation"
. 3.7% "DC" blames Putin while Republicans demand
accountability

3.1% Energy independence
2.4% Ties between oil and gas prices
2.2% Cutting off Russian oil

L . 1.8% Assertions that President does not control prices
1.5% Keystone pipeline 10% Food
. 6.9% Price of food increasing
. 3.5% Republicans called out for fear
mongering
L
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Inflation # Index
Rural Pop Indexed against Twitter Gen Pop
President Biden remains in focus in leading hashtags within the conversation.

& Under indexed ! Over Indexed =

#inflation
#bidenflation
#bitcoin
#sotu
#demvoicel
@ #ukraine
#wtpblue
@ #bidengashike
® #babydogecoin
® #gasprices
® f#tgas
® #onevl
® #biden

#bidenisafailure
o #bidenworstpresidentever
o {#letsgobrandon
o {#perspective
o #crypto
* {#babydoge
* #covid
© #russia
e #covid19
* #democratssavelives
° #nft
* #fjb

Twitter General Population

10 20 30 40 50 60
Index

* The Index value is the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the target topic divided by the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the comparison topic.
* The Index value is 50+ when the %share of the insight for the comparison topic is zero.
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Top Posts: Infl

11 Ovmiin, fut wasvnt

o et Sorgn ©

Washington DC will Slame everybiody But itsel! for the
Inflation it's causing

.cw

Joes going to blame the rising gas prices here, the
stalind supply chain, the nfiation, EVERYTHING ., on
Putin!

8 QU U U UL NOTHING s EVER HES FALRLT!

‘ 8 Pororren

Americans learming that gas prices have aso increased
i countries where Joe Biden ia not the President

Erik Paterson O rkPetumonXC - Mar 10
Replying to @ErkPetorsonXC

“This is not a Biden endorsement.*

Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

ation

T e ®ata | —he S et

‘ Tiae Birfama O

Inflation is & tax on ALL Asericans.

@

Consumers are paying record high prices. Corporations
e wking record high prices. This is Drought 1o us by
Republicans who congratudate thamselves on
protecting us from socialism. Do the math

193 Ropublicans just voted against a standalone bil
that would cap the coat of insulin at $35/month
Demoocrats unanimously supported A

@ ==

It’s 50 welrd to me that the same right wing assholes
who are having a temper tantrum about gas prices are
silent on housing inflation and lack of affordable
housing. So weird

ﬁ 1oe Sndbae ®

Starbucks Is raising their already Ngh prices while

ghving their CEQ a huge raise. Corporate dreed at its
finest.

‘ p——

Current gas prices in perspective
Regular Unloaded

Russia: $1.80/gallon
US: avg $3.92/gaon, $6.71in LA
Gormany: $8.94galicn

And It's gong to get worse

#Russa FRussianUrarianWar 2Ukra

wranelinderAtin:

o n—e—-unu.d

Gas was S$3.75 a galion this maening when | went past
the mini-mart and they were getting a load of fuel at
that time the grice of gas there is now §4.29 1am
driving into town 1o s if it's cheagar thare and I get
the dog and | dinner at the AW Root Beer restaurant

D=

Gas pricos aro vp 40%. This is the price ©loaliiden has
decided Americans are going 10 pay. We have the
cleanast fuel In the world. Inflgtion is caused by the
Democrats. They ke 10 empower Our onemies Not our
alios

Get them OUT of office.

5 mu—-—l

Russia Is not the reason for high gas prices, Biden Is

In 2019 under Trump the US peroduced 12,000 barrels
per day of crude oll

In 2021 under Biden the US produced 9,750 barrels per
day

Biden kilied the US oil independence.

 Yohont

Biden Calls Out Ol and Gas Companies as Of Prices
Crop But Gas Remains High | Vamples apparertly
really do exist. -

|
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Energy & Climate
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Energy & Climate Highlights

While activists lead conversation to combat climate change, rural audiences are critical of
efficiency, costs, and elitism associated with renewable energy.

high fuel price
fund clean energy independence
gAs company
fossil fuel industry hieh gas price

Green New Deal Ol' pﬂce gas pnce
e fyel

climate change

e electric car

dea" anenergy fossil fuel m
electric vehicle "

gasleasing  global warming

#Climate crisis
abrupt climate change
dangerously structured dam

Rural Social Conversation:
Energy & Climate

Cost, rather than sustainability and combatting climate
change, is the main motivator of those discussing
transition to clean energy in everyday life. Value is
perceived as higher when costs are coming down.

This issue has close ties to Democratic politics,
presenting both opportunity to engage and risk.
Audiences are quick to tie clean energy solutions such as
electric vehicles to privilege and wealth.

Specific projects and policy solutions are lost in social
conversation, often gaining attention only from activist
organizations and politicians.

Rural audiences are highly skeptical of real value in
renewable energy and efficiency of different solutions
such as solar. Concerns and questions focus on impact
to their daily lives and how they will benefit personally.

Reliance on foreign energy sources has become a key
focus in light of ongoing conflict in Russia.
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Energy & Climate Subtopics

5% Diesel Fuel 18% Immediacy and Activism

. 6.4% Global warming concerns
o .. . 6.2% Organized climate activist group messaging
6% Emission Goals . 5.3% Community & local climate group messaging

3.5% Urgency of climate crisis and danger of apathy

8% Climate Ties to Democratic Agenda
. 5.7% Democratic promises and agenda ties
. 1.8% Green New Deal

Energy & Climate

9% Oil & Gas Industr

.3% Fossil fuel industry ties to politics
. 4.3% Gas leases and pressures to produce
. 1.4% Keystone pipeline

(BBB Carbon initiatives in AZ & PA, etc.)
*  4.1% Renewable energy transition and milestone:

*  4.1% Solar energy
*  2.8% Alternative energy news and education
Thematic breakdown of rural Twitter
conversation

189,930 Posts from Jan 2 to Apr 2, 2022

9% Electric Vehicles

. Increased interest and incentives to drive
electric vehicles, market moves, and scrutiny
over lithium battery production

13% Rising Fuel Costs

. 3.1% Fuel cost increase
12% Russia . 3.1% Scrutiny of O&G profits amid increase
. 5.3% Russia-Ukraine war impact on oil and fossil fuel market . 2.6% Blame attribution and explanation
. 4.7% International oil and natural gas market and dependencies . 2.3% Food and fuel shortages

. 2.3% Russian oil import ban . 1.7% Americans more concerned over price
than climate change impact

|

Rural Social Conversation: -
T

Energy & Climate
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Energy & Climate # Index

_ _ Rural Pop Indexed against Twitter Gen Pop _
Hashtags tied to climate activists lead engagement within the conversation.

€ Under indexed , Over Indexed >

#climatecrisis
#climate
#climatechange
#energy
#demvoicel
#climateaction
#oil
#climateemergency
#ukraine
#wtpblue
#renewableenergy
#russia
#actonclimate
#solarenergy
#solar
#climateactionnow
#eth
#greennewdeal
#altcoin
#bnb
#cryptowithaheart
#heros
#letusin
#crypto
#uniswap

' 4

Twitter General Population

-10 0] 10 20 Index 30 40 50 60

* The Index value is the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the target topic divided by the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the comparison topic.
* The Index value is 50+ when the %share of the insight for the comparison topic is zero.




Top Posts: Energy & Climate

State & Local Initiatives
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Community-level action is essential in the fight against
Helmatecharge. WGF and » team of experts recently
completed the Monsoe County Chmante Readiness and
Rural Econcenic Opportusity Assessrent, & 30 year
WIEON 450 Mooreeceartion and Scimaty resibence:
wigreentre org o fooervrund

Electric Vehicles

- -
1 ve In s negghborhood & couple Blocks from this
charger. Blectric vehicle infrastructure bofongs
everywihers Cars ate.

This “stripped a8 weok™ Comment Says mere sbout
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For all those pecpie with electric vehicles.
Nothing for those that can't a®ord slectric vehicles

The democrats are the party of the rich and wel
comected. The rest of us be darved.
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Oil & Gas

® ==

e -
Ralse your hand If you are tred of Amenica being
behokden to Dictatons & Despots around e workt whe
control the workd's off & gas suppies and would LOVE
for Amenics 10 uly and wholaheartedly isvest s
Renewabie Energy 50 we don't keep funding S ose
Dictators and Desgots.
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P e
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Renewable Energy Skepticism

Imagine It we calied it what & is - chmane chaos. Thase
18 10 “normal” or wtable clirmate. That way of He is
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progeams FOR everyclay tamiles-Son
Carmyn/MeCannell run 10 her w/bags of § sONEVY
aRosassancelinites

==
Happaning now snce "State of meegency * .

<Lvarything is gulet. Truckers will honk during the day.
oM & truckier runs out of fuel, they have many
“surrogate familes” taking them in, » cther truckerns.
Cops are amesting pel w/ fuel, The charge s “aiding in
mnchied * £




Appendix

ONE.COLNTRY



Network Analysis Methodology

Analysis Process

A detailed Boolean search is constructed by
an analyst to identify content for analysis

The algorithm reads the content, paragraph
by paragraph, to identify keywords, phrases,
and entities

The algorithm draws links between content
based on similar language

The algorithm then groups articles by theme
and arranges clusters based on their
interconnectivity, producing a topical map of
conversations

Once a network is generated, it is reviewed
by an analyst who interprets and names each
cluster based on the content within it

Interpreting a Network

Each node represents a news story, each
connection represents similar language

Node size indicates >
the number of times " Centrally located

a story was reprinted / stories are core to

and its similarity to j\ the conversation
other stories within | \} /)
the cluster 'Y
\ \[ 4 "‘\
Connections / AT N
represent similar [ YW
language used L 7\
across nodes a ‘
(1Y) Greater
¢ distance
— T indicates a lack
7 ‘ of shared
X language
Peri Dense clusters
sti::ggzrril et contain stories with
yet connected to — ahlargg Iamount OT
the core of the shared language,
coverage signaling similarity

of source and news
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Rural Outlet Coverage by Topic

Crime & Law Enforcement
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Rural Outlet Coverage by Topic Over Time
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National Top Outlet Coverage by Topic |

Crime & Law Enforcement
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International Affairs & Russia 29.0%
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Health & Science 7.2%

Jobs & Inflation

8.1%
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National Top Outlet Coverage by Topic Over Time
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Arizona Rural Media Coverage by Topic
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ARIZONA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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North Carolina Rural Media Coverage by Topic Over Time
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Pennsylvania Rural Media Coverage by Topic
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Wisconsin Rural Media Coverage by Topic
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