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1
Rural vs. National Traditional Media Coverage Analysis
Deep dive into coverage topics in rural outlets and in national top outlets 
understanding similarities and differences in areas of coverage and the two 
media landscapes.

2
Rural Traditional Media vs. Rural Social Media
Understanding areas of coverage and how topics translate from one medium to 
the other and may impact the discourse in rural communities.

3
Rural Social Media Issue Deep Dive
A deep dive into hot topics of the quarter and discussions on social media 
among rural populations. Analysis centers around issues of Crime and Law 
Enforcement, Inflation, and Climate and Energy.

Analysis Overview
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Traditional Media Rural Outlet 
Criteria

Social Media Rural Audience 
Criteria

Outlet is located within a county that meets 
the below criteria:
• Population is less than 200,000 

residents
• Won by President Trump in 2020 

election
• Coverage was analyzed from more than 

200 newspaper outlets located in key 
rural counties

Twitter users that meet the below criteria:
• Geo-tagged in Arizona, North Carolina, 

Pennsylvania, or Wisconsin
• Unverified
• Do not self describe as members of the 

media
• Are not Geo-tagged in major metro areas 

connected to top 200 U.S. cities

Audience Methodology



Rural vs. National
Traditional Media Coverage Analysis
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Media Coverage Key Findings

1 Crime is at the center of coverage among rural news outlets. 
Reports of local crimes and sentencing along with news around police shootings and ongoing law enforcement scrutiny draw attention to this issue.

2
News around Russia was a top issue in both rural and top national news coverage. 
Focus on international affairs made up a hefty 29% of coverage in top national outlets this quarter and a significant 11% of coverage in rural outlets. 
Notably this issue was only loosely connected to other issues covered. Rural outlets are focused on news involving Russia while national publications 
take a broader focus on other international issues and further implications. 

3
Inflation was central to both rural and national coverage. 
News of inflation in rural outlets was primarily centered around gas prices as outlets followed the rising prices and reported updates. The issue was 
often tied to ongoing Russian conflict and updates from President Biden in national coverage. While this was a central topic to overall coverage, 
volume was relatively low.

4
Energy and climate coverage was one of the most consistent issues across 
audiences. 
Aside from rising prices and ties to Russia, coverage focused on steps toward a clean energy future and ongoing initiatives. A key difference here was 
a focus on electric vehicle technology in national coverage and a focus on wildlife in rural coverage.

5 Leading areas of coverage are aligned to Republican messaging guidance. 
Narratives on inflation, schools, and COVID-19 leading both national and rural media coverage can be tied closely to guidance from national 
Republican initiatives.
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Rural vs. Top National Coverage Topics
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Arizona

• Has the highest proportion of news focused 
on crime

• Increased focused on environmental and 
climate protection

• News about indigenous people and school 
boards were central to coverage

North Carolina

• Inflation is central to coverage
• Concerns about the economy are present 

throughout the network
• Focus on upcoming elections is 

disproportionately part of the media 
conversation in NC

Pennsylvania

• Coverage on COVID-19 and international 
affairs takes up a larger space than other 
states

• School-based politics is disproportionately 
large in PA

• Inflation is the center of conversation in PA

Wisconsin

• Coverage on COVID-19 and restrictions take 
up a larger space than the other states, and 
is highly connected to other topics of 
coverage

• Election integrity is disproportionately 
represented in WI following ongoing 
investigations 

9

Media Coverage Key Findings 
BY STATE
Coverage across states was fairly consistent in topic of focus and volume of coverage.



10

1.5%
1.8%

3.7%
6.4%

2.8%
1.0%

8.0%
7.7%

5.2%
12.6%

10.4%
9.8%

12.2%

North Carolina

1.9%
1.9%

2.4%
1.9%

3.1%
4.2%

10.3%
4.2%

3.0%
9.6%

8.8%
9.8%

16.8%

Arizona

1.1%
0.0%

2.9%
4.3%

0.0%
11.7%

8.8%
5.4%

9.8%
7.7%

11.0%
14.6%

12.1%

Wisconsin

0.0%
0.0%

2.7%
5.8%

6.8%
6.9%

8.0%
8.0%

7.4%
13.7%

0.0%
8.9%

16.5%

Pennsylvania

Crime & Law 
Enforcement

COVID-19 Local & State 
Proceedings

International 
Affairs

Elections & 
Voting

Health & 
Science

Environment 
& Climate

Business 
Moves & 
Mergers

Schools Jobs & 
Inflation

Upcoming 
Elections

Aviation Abortion & 
Don’t Say 

Gay

Rural Outlet Coverage Topics
BY STATE



Social Media Analysis
Focus on Crime & Law Enforcement, Inflation, and Energy & Climate
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Crime & Law 
Enforcement Inflation Energy & Climate

• Social conversations are politically 
charged focusing on crimes and 
sentencing around war crimes for 
Putin, financial and election crimes 
for Trump, and Biden family 
implications. 

• Discussion of police funding is 
heavily scrutinized and focused on 
Democratic platforms.

• There is an appetite for more 
accountability within the justice 
system and broader government 
from police, politicians, and judges.

• Biden is the central focus of this 
conversation as rural Americans 
are quick to attribute rising prices 
to his leadership. 

• Gas is the commodity most in focus 
during discussions of inflation, with 
ties to Russia as well as users 
engaging with one another and 
questioning the source of the 
increase.

• Ties to employment and the labor 
market are relatively weak within 
the conversation, and led by 
discussion supporting an increase 
in the minimum wage when 
mentioned.

• Climate activists lead the 
conversation, urging immediacy of 
steps to combat climate change.

• Ties of the oil and gas industry to 
politics including lobbying power, 
pressure to produce, and pressure 
to keep profits at bay lead some of 
the most engaging discussions on 
the topic.

• Discussion of specific renewable 
energy sources is met with 
skepticism as users look for 
evidence of an efficient alternative.

12

Social Media Topic Analysis Key Findings
Rural social media conversations are focused on finger pointing and assigning blame for 
issues affecting the lives of Americans. President Biden has emerged as a consistent 
target of blame.
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Crime & Law Enforcement Inflation

Energy & Climate

Social Media Topic Analysis: Trending Terms



Crime & Law Enforcement
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Crime & Law Enforcement Highlights

Rural Social Conversation:
Crime & Law Enforcement

• Accountability within the justice system resonates in all 
areas of the conversation.

• Most talk of crimes is incredibly politically charged, and 
often at the national level.

• Democratic messaging has an outsized voice, with heavy 
risk in conversation around police funding. Rural 
Americans are not receptive to funding cuts and paint a 
picture of privilege around those calling for them.

• Mentions of Biden, Trump, Putin within this topic are 
direct criticisms of the politicians.

• Recent studies on crime rates are largely going 
unnoticed among rural audiences.

• Poverty and re-entry into workforce are gaining 
engagement but not yet top themes. While these 
discussions begin to emerge, there is an opportunity to 
jump into these conversations and lead.

Accountability and politics drive conversations on social media.



Crime & Law 
Enforcement

Thematic breakdown of rural Twitter 
conversation 

770,610 Posts from Jan 2 to Apr 2, 2022

17

Crime & Law Enforcement Subtopics

15% Trump Criticisms & Accusations
• 3.8% Broad Jan 6 
• 3.8% Criminal investigations in NY
• 3.2% Election crimes
• 2.5% Jan 6 Committee
• 1.9% Criticisms of Merrick Garland going too easy

13% Politics
• 3.2% Broad commentary on immunity, etc.
• 2.7% Trump v Biden criticisms
• 2.7% D v R finger pointing
• 2.6% ”Biden Crime Family”
• 2.0% Accountability

12% Police & Law Enforcement
• 4.6% Broad commentary, mentions of police 

action and reports 
• 2.1% Public Safety
• 1.7% Law enforcement interpretation and 

support
• 1.6% Defund the Police
• 1.5% Government role, protests, crimes

10% Sentencing
• 3.1% Criticisms of specific judges
• 2.7% Life in prison
• 2.4% Felony charges, ties to some politicians
• 2.0% Arrest warrants and historical 

references

10% Russia
• 7.0% Putin is a war criminal
• 2.0% Crimes in breaking news
• 1.1% Crimes against humanity

9% Guns & Shootings 
• 4.6% Mass shootings
• 3.9% Broader gun violence

8% Sexual Assault
• 4.4% Rape allegations and coverups
• 3.3% Broader sexual assault

7% Other Crimes
• 3.9% Identity and retail theft
• 2.5% Traffic Stops
• 1.0% Insider Trading

7% Racial Tensions
• 6.5% Racial tensions and hate crimes
• 1.0% Rittenhouse trial

6% Immigration
• 4.5% Criticism of Biden being too soft
• 1.5% Criticism of funds spent on illegal aliens

3% True Crime in 
Pop Culture

Rural Social Conversation:
Crime & Law Enforcement
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Rural Social Conversation:
Crime & Law Enforcement

Focus on Ukraine and Russia leads hashtag engagement in the conversation around crime.
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Top Posts: Crime & Law Enforcement

Rural Social Conversation:
Crime & Law Enforcement

Impact of Poverty Racial Issues

President Trump
Re-entryPresident Putin

President Putin
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Inflation Highlights

Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

Perceived shortcomings of President Biden lead conversation of and debate around 
inflation.

• President Biden is the focus of conversation around 
inflation. Direct mentions of his name as well as 
emerging terms such as #bidenflation account for nearly 
1/3 of all rural conversation on inflation.

• Social conversation among rural Americans revolves 
around gas prices, what they are currently, and who’s to 
blame for their rise. 

• There is no direct defense or positive conversation 
around President Biden in the conversation. Rural 
Americans will change the conversation from blame to 
explaining the inner workings of industry and economics 
but will not defend Biden directly. 

• Similar to media coverage, there is very little focus on 
employment and labor issues tied to inflation. The most 
resonant subtopic was support of an increase to the 
minimum wage.

• Rural audiences are unforgiving to corporations who 
increase prices and quick to characterize their greed.



Inflation

Thematic breakdown of rural Twitter 
conversation 

307,570 Posts from Jan 2 to Apr 2, 2022
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Inflation Subtopics

20% Gas Prices
• 4.1% Release of oil reserves
• 3.9% Ties of pricing to Russia conflict
• 3.7% Gas price implications on other goods
• 3.2% Weekly price updates
• 2.7% Looting in Kazakhstan, trucker protest criticism
• 2.7% Electric car adoption accelerating

16% General Rates & Increases
• 3.8% Federal Interest Rate
• 3.5% Inflation is tax on Americans
• 2.7% General price increases on specific 

products
• 2.5% Inflation is a global economic issue
• 1.9% Rate hits 40 year high
• 1.6% Printing money

11% Assessing Blame
• 5.1% Direct blame of Biden for "Bidenflation"
• 3.7% "DC" blames Putin while Republicans demand 

accountability
• 1.8% Assertions that President does not control prices

10% Food
• 6.9% Price of food increasing
• 3.5% Republicans called out for fear 

mongering

9% Oil & Energy
• 3.1% Energy independence
• 2.4% Ties between oil and gas prices
• 2.2% Cutting off Russian oil
• 1.5% Keystone pipeline

9% Government Spending
• 3.2% Impact of government spending
• 2.7% Increased scrutiny of government 

spending
• 2.6% Impact of Build Back Better

7% Corporate Greed & Profit

6% Drug Prices
• 3.7% Republicans vote against insulin price cap
• 2.5% Broader drug price critiques

4% Home Prices

4% Lagging Income
• 2.0% Cost of living increasing without wages
• 2.0% Minimum wage

4% Role of Border 
Security 

Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation
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Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

President Biden remains in focus in leading hashtags within the conversation.
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Top Posts: Inflation

Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

Blame
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Broader Inflation Concerns

Insulin

Corporate Greed



Energy & Climate
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26Rural Social Conversation:
Energy & Climate

Energy & Climate Highlights
While activists lead conversation to combat climate change, rural audiences are critical of 
efficiency, costs, and elitism associated with renewable energy.

• Cost, rather than sustainability and combatting climate 
change, is the main motivator of those discussing 
transition to clean energy in everyday life. Value is 
perceived as higher when costs are coming down.

• This issue has close ties to Democratic politics, 
presenting both opportunity to engage and risk. 
Audiences are quick to tie clean energy solutions such as 
electric vehicles to privilege and wealth.

• Specific projects and policy solutions are lost in social 
conversation, often gaining attention only from activist 
organizations and politicians.

• Rural audiences are highly skeptical of real value in 
renewable energy and efficiency of different solutions 
such as solar. Concerns and questions focus on impact 
to their daily lives and how they will benefit personally.

• Reliance on foreign energy sources has become a key 
focus in light of ongoing conflict in Russia. 



Energy & Climate

Thematic breakdown of rural Twitter 
conversation 

189,930 Posts from Jan 2 to Apr 2, 2022
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Energy & Climate Subtopics

18% Immediacy and Activism
• 6.4% Global warming concerns
• 6.2% Organized climate activist group messaging
• 5.3% Community & local climate group messaging
• 3.5% Urgency of climate crisis and danger of apathy

15% Clean Energy Initiatives
• 4.4% Clean energy policy initiatives and projects 

(BBB, Carbon initiatives in AZ & PA, etc.)
• 4.1% Renewable energy transition and milestones
• 4.1% Solar energy
• 2.8% Alternative energy news and education

13% Rising Fuel Costs
• 3.1% Fuel cost increase
• 3.1% Scrutiny of O&G profits amid increase
• 2.6% Blame attribution and explanation
• 2.3% Food and fuel shortages
• 1.7% Americans more concerned over price 

than climate change impact

12% Russia
• 5.3% Russia-Ukraine war impact on oil and fossil fuel market
• 4.7% International oil and natural gas market and dependencies
• 2.3% Russian oil import ban

9% Electric Vehicles
• Increased interest and incentives to drive 

electric vehicles, market moves, and scrutiny 
over lithium battery production

9% Oil & Gas Industry
• 3.3% Fossil fuel industry ties to politics
• 4.3% Gas leases and pressures to produce
• 1.4% Keystone pipeline

8% Climate Ties to Democratic Agenda
• 5.7% Democratic promises and agenda ties
• 1.8% Green New Deal

6% Emission Goals

5% Diesel Fuel

Rural Social Conversation:
Energy & Climate
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Energy & Climate # Index
Rural Pop Indexed against Twitter Gen Pop

• The Index value is the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the target topic divided by the %share of posts (authors) for the insight in the comparison topic. 
• The Index value is 50+ when the %share of the insight for the comparison topic is zero.
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28Rural Social Conversation:
Energy & Climate

Hashtags tied to climate activists lead engagement within the conversation. 
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Top Posts: Energy & Climate

Rural Social Conversation:
Energy & Climate

State & Local Initiatives Electric Vehicles

Politics

Oil & Gas

Renewable Energy Skepticism
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Analysis Process

A detailed Boolean search is constructed by 
an analyst to identify content for analysis

The algorithm reads the content, paragraph 
by paragraph, to identify keywords, phrases, 
and entities

The algorithm draws links between content 
based on similar language

The algorithm then groups articles by theme 
and arranges clusters based on their 
interconnectivity, producing a topical map of 
conversations

Once a network is generated, it is reviewed 
by an analyst who interprets and names each 
cluster based on the content within it

Interpreting a Network
Each node represents a news story, each 
connection represents similar language

Network Analysis Methodology

Dense clusters 
contain stories with 
a large amount of 
shared language; 
signaling similarity 
of source and news 

Centrally located 
stories are core to 
the conversation

Node size indicates 
the number of times 
a story was reprinted 
and its similarity to 
other stories within 
the cluster

Connections 
represent similar 
language used 
across nodes

Greater 
distance 
indicates a lack 
of shared 
language

Peripheral 
stories are not 
yet connected to 
the core of the 
coverage



Rural Outlet Coverage Map
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Topic Key
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State Budgets & Taxes

National Politics

Abortion & Don't Say Gay

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Business Moves & Mergers

Jobs & Inflation

Health & Science

Environment & Climate

COVID-19

Elections & Voting Rights

International Affairs & Russia

Schools

Crime & Law Enforcement

National Top Outlet Coverage by Topic

National Top outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 31, 2022
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Topic Key
Aviation

Upcoming Elections

State Budgets & 
Taxes
Abortion & Don’t 
Say Gay

National Politics

Environment & 
Climate
Elections & Voting 
Rights

Schools

Health & Science

Employment & 
Inflation

COVID-19

Crime & Law 
Enforcement
International Affairs 
& Russia

National Top Outlet Coverage by Topic Over Time

National Top outlet coverage
Jan 2 to Mar 31, 2022
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Crime & Law 
Enforcement

Schools International 
Affairs

Elections & 
Voting Rights

COVID-19 Environment 
& Climate

Health & 
Science

Jobs & 
Inflation

Business 
Moves & 
Mergers

Upcoming 
Elections

Aviation Abortion & 
Don’t Say Gay

National 
Politics

State Budgets 
& Taxes

13.0 6.8 29.0 6.6 8.3 5.6 7.2 8.1 0 2.1 1.7 4.0 4.5 3.1
7.6
Police Shootings, 
other shootings 
and homicides

3.6
virtual 
enrollment, 
academic setback 
outcomes 
following covid, 
Chicago unions 
negotiate covid 
measure

7.0 RU
updates, news, 
ongoing 
sanctions, 
corporate 
sanctions, U.S. 
DoD pressures

4.9
Jan 6-
Anniversary, 
ongoing 
investigations, 
future of Trump 
impact in GOP

4.0
restrictions 
around the world

3.8
animals

4.2
Healthcare-
hospital news 
around the 
country, mental 
health, ongoing 
research

4.1
Federal Interest 
Rate

2.1
Upcoming 
Elections- GOP 
focus

1.7
Aviation- flight 
diversions, 
frontier spirit 
merger, impact of 
5g rollout, 
crashes

1.3
Abortion- TX, Fl, 
SD proposal, WA 
rebuttal to TX

2.6
SCOTUS
initial speculation 
on Biden's 
potential 
selection, 
discussion on 
qualifications

3.1
State Budgets-
impact on income 
tax, continuing 
covid relief, 
employment

5.8
Sentencing & 
Charging-
ongoing 
punishments and 
decisions around 
various crimes 
including gun 
stockpiles, 
assault, police 
shootings, hate 
crimes, fraud

3.2
masking

5.3 RU
initial Ukraine 
invasion

1.7
Voting Laws-
Redistricting (OH, 
NC, KS, NY, MD), 
mail in voting and 
ballot drops (WI, 
UT)

2.7
4th Vaccine Shots

1.8
Electric Cars- new 
models, 
improvements, 
issues

3.0
New Products & 
Tech

4.0
Gas prices

2.6
Don't Say Gay

1.8
Filibuster

4.1 RU
Russia- Ukraine 
immigration

1.5
Canada Trucker 
Protest

2.7
International 
Defense- North 
Korea launches 2 
missiles, iran
nuclear deal

2.7 RU
Russia sanctions

2.5
China- pressures 
to back Russia, 
eyes shift to 
Taiwan amid 
Russia v Ukraine

2.5
Other 
International-
Myanmar 
Violence, Horn of 
Africa Drought, 
tensions with 
Islamic state and 
death of Abu 
Ibrahim al-
Hashimi al-
Qurayshi

1.7 RU
Russia-
censorship

National Top outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 31, 2022
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School Mask 
Mandate

Abortion Ban

Voting Rights

Senate GOP 
Primary 

Tax Cuts

War in 
Ukraine

Russian 
Sanctions 

European 
GovVaccine 

Legislation

Immigration

COVID  19 
Vaccines

COVID 
Surges

California 
News

Electric 
Cars

Climate 
Change

Wildfires Environment

Social Security BenefitsSocial Security Benefits

Retirement Savings

Social 
Security 
Benefits

Stock 
Market

Religion

Aviation

Prosecution

Police 
Shootings
Police 
Shootings

Indigenous 
People

Voting Rights

State House 
GOP Agenda

School board 
Proceedings

City Council

State Politics

County Jail

ARIZONA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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1.9%

1.9%

2.4%

1.9%

3.1%

4.2%

10.3%

4.2%

3.0%

9.6%

8.8%

9.8%

16.8%

Abortion

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Employment & Inflation

Schools

Business Moves & Mergers

Environment & Climate

Health & Science

Elections & Voting Rights

International Affairs & Russia

State & Local Government Proceedings

COVID-19

Crime & Law Enforcement

Arizona Rural Media Coverage by Topic

ARIZONA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Topic Key

Abortion

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Elections & Voting 
Rights

Schools

Business Moves & 
Mergers

Health & Science

Employment & 
Inflation
State & Local 
Government 
Proceedings
International Affairs 
& Russia

COVID-19

Environment & 
Climate
Crime & Law 
Enforcement

Arizona Rural Media Coverage by Topic Over Time

ARIZONA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 2 to Mar 24, 2022
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Health & 
Science

Business 
Moves & 
Mergers

Crime & 
Law 
Enforcem
ent

Environm
ent & 
Climate

COVID-
19

Internati
onal 
Affairs

Elections 
& Voting 
Rights

State & 
Local 
Governm
ent 
Proceedin
gs

Schools Upcoming 
Elections

Abortion Jobs & 
Inflation

Aviation

4.2 4.2 16.8 10.3 9.8 9.6 3.0 8.8 3.1 2.4 1.5 1.9 1.9

2.3
Expanding 
healthcare, 
and 
inaccessibil
ity of 
medical 
care.

4.2 
Moves in 
the stock 
market 
based on 
business 
decisions

6.6
Shooting 
at police 
and police 
shooting at 
suspected 
criminals

3.5 
Climate 
Change: 
changing 
fuel 
sources 
and 
reducing 
emissions

5.3 
COVID 
Surges: 
slowing 
the spread, 
where to 
get tests, 
and 
restrictions

5.8 
War in 
Ukraine 
developme
nts and 
effects

3.0 
Democracy 
and Voting 
Rights incl
uding 
access to 
voting and 
voter 
suppressio
n

5.2 
School 
Board 
Proceeding
s. 

3.1 
School 
Mask 
Mandate 
debates

2.4 
GOP 
Senate 
Primary 
Race

1.5 
Abortion 
ban and 
restrictions

1.9 
Inflation’s 
effects on 
prices and 
wages

1.9 
Plane 
Crashes 

1.9 
Health 
tips: 
mental 
health, 
diet, and 
exercise 
advise

5.9
Prosecutio
n and 
Sentencing

2.6 
Wildfires in 
CA, CO, 
Accidental 
fires that 
lead to 
environme
ntal 
destruction

2.8 
Covid 19 
Vaccine: 
effectivene
ss, 
availability, 
and 
number of 
people that 
have 
received it

2.3 
Russian 
Sanctions 
imposed 
by US and 
other 
countries 

3.6 
City
Council 
Proceeding
s

1.8.
People 
being sent 
to the 
county jail

2.2 
Environme
nt: 
endangere
d animals 
and 
ecological 
damage

1.7 
Vaccine 
Legislation 
legality 
and 
updates

1.5 
European 
Governme
nt politics 
and policy 
decisions

2.5
Sexual 
Assault-
cases and 
trials

2.0 
Electric car 
creation 
and 
developme
nts

ARIZONA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022



Rural NC Media 
Coverage Map

44

Religion

Crime

Court 
Proceedings

Arrests& 
Reports

Sexual 
Assault

Foreign 
Affairs 

War in 
Ukraine

Ukraine 
Refugees

Winter 
Strom

Natural 
Disasters

Climate 
Change

Environment 

GOP 
Election 
Politics

Supreme 
Court 
Nominee

COVID 19 
Risks

Omicron

US 
Support to 
Ukraine

Health 
Tips

Healthcare Abortion 
Ban 

Accidents 
and Vehicle 
Safety

School Mask 
Mandate

Covid 19 
testing and 
cases

Tax Cuts

Stimulus Check 
and the Economy

Inflation

Stock Market

GOP 
Election 
Politics

Election 
Conspiracy 

Redistricting

CRT

SCOTUS Pick

City Council 
ProceedingsSchool Board 

Proceedings

Local Events

GOP 
legislation

RedistrictingBiden 
Agenda

NORTH CAROLINA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022



45

1.5%

1.8%

3.7%

6.4%

2.8%

1.0%

8.0%

7.7%

5.2%

12.6%

10.4%

9.8%

12.2%

Abortion

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Employment & Inflation

Schools

Business Moves & Mergers

Environment & Climate

Health & Science

Elections & Voting Rights

International Affairs & Russia

State & Local Government Proceedings

COVID-19

Crime & Law Enforcement

North Carolina Rural Media Coverage by Topic

NORTH CAROLINA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Topic Key
Business Moves & 
Mergers

Abortion 

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Schools

Elections & Voting 
Right

Health & Science

Environment & 
Climate
Employment & 
Inflation

COVID-19

State & Local 
Government 
Proceedings
International Affairs 
& Russia
Crime & Law 
Enforcement

North Carolina Rural Media Coverage by Topic Over Time

NORTH CAROLINA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 2 to Mar 24, 2022
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Health & 
Science

Business 
Moves & 
Mergers

Crime & 
Law 
Enforcem
ent

Environm
ent & 
Climate

COVID-19 Internati
onal 
Affairs

Elections 
& Voting 
Rights

State & 
Local 
Governm
ent 
Proceedin
gs

Schools Upcoming 
Elections

Abortion Jobs & 
Inflation

Aviation

7.7 1.0 12.2 8.0 9.8 12.6 5.2 10.4 2.8 3.7 1.5 6.4 1.8

4.0 
Healthcare 
expansion 
and access 

1.0 
Stock 
Market

5.1
Local 
crimes 
reports and 
arrests 

2.8 
Climate 
Change: 
changing 
fuel 
sources 
and 
reducing 
emissions

6.0 
Omicron 
increases, 
and threat 
of 
restrictions

3.7 
War in 
Ukraine

2.8 
Redistrictin
g updates 
and effect 
on the 
electorate 

5.4 
School 
Board 
Proceeding
s

2.8 
Mask 
Mandate in 
schools 

3.7 
GOP 
Politics and 
upcoming 
election

1.5 
Abortion 
Ban

2.2 
Gas Price 
volatility 

1.8 
Plane 
Crash 

3.7 
Health 
Tips: 
mental, 
diet, 
exercise, 
and diet 
advice

4.7
Court 
Proceeding
s

2.1 
Environme
nt: 
endangere
d animals 
and 
ecological 
damage

2.5 
Covid 19’s 
potential 
negative 
effects to 

3.5 
Us 
involvemen
t in foreign 
affairs 

2.4 
Election 
Conspiracy 
(rigged 
election)

5.0 
City 
Council 
Proceeding
s

2.1 
Inflation 
on prices 
and effects 
on wages

2.4 
Sexual 
Assault 

1.9 
Winter 
Storms 

1.3 
COVID 19 
Cases and 
access to 
testing 

2.9 
Ukraine 
Refugees 

2.1 
Stimulus 
checks and 
the 
economy

1.2 
Natural 
Disasters

2.5 
US Support 
to Ukraine

NORTH CAROLINA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Ukraine 
War

Foreign 
Affairs

Military 
Operations

Climate 
Change

Infrastructure

InflationInflation

Tax Cuts

Education 
Policy 

Conviction & 
Sentencing

Science & 
Research

Shootings

COVID-19 
Cases
COVID-19 
Vaccines

religion

RetailNon-Profits

COVID-19 
Cases

Science & 
Research

Healthcare

Winter 
Storm

Fires & 
Spills

InflationGas Prices
Shootings

Police 
Investigation

Incidents in 
other countries

Police 
Investigation

Crimes

Sexual Assault

Shootings

California 
News

Voting 
Rights

Voter 
Suppression

Redistricting

Capitol Riot

Non-Profits

Stock Market

Racism

Missiles & 
Nuclear 
Threats

PENNSYLVANIA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022

GOP Primary
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0.0%

0.0%

2.7%

5.8%

6.8%

6.9%

8.0%

8.0%

7.4%

13.7%

0.0%

8.9%

16.5%

Abortion

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Employment & Inflation

Schools

Business Moves & Mergers

Environment & Climate

Health & Science

Elections & Voting Rights

International Affairs & Russia

State & Local Government Proceedings

COVID-19

Crime & Law Enforcement

Pennsylvania Rural Media Coverage by Topic

PENNSYLVANIA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Topic Key

Upcoming Elections

Schools

Business Moves & 
Mergers
Elections & Voting 
Rights
Environment & 
Climate

Health & Science

COVID-19

International Affairs 
& Russia
Employment & 
Inflation
Crime & Law 
Enforcement

Pennsylvania Rural Media Coverage by Topic Over Time

PENNSYLVANIA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 2 to Mar 24, 2022
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Health & 
Science

Business 
Moves & 
Mergers

Crime & 
Law 
Enforcem
ent

Environm
ent & 
Climate

COVID-
19

Internati
onal 
Affairs

Elections 
& Voting 
Rights

State & 
Local 
Governm
ent 
Proceedin
gs

Schools Upcoming 
Elections

Abortion Jobs & 
Inflation

Aviation

8.0 6.9 16.5 8.0 8.9 13.7 7.4 0 6.8 2.7 0 5.8 0

4.3 
Science 
research 
and new 
technologi
es 

4.0 
Retail 
stores and 
shopping 
in the local 
community 

5.1 
Conviction 
and 
Sentencing

4.4 
Climate  
Change: 
alternative 
fuels and 
reducing 
emissions 

4.2 
Covid 19 
Cases

4.6 
Foreign 
Affairs, 
nuclear 
threats, 
and 
military 
operations

2.3 
Redistrictin
g 

6.8 
Public 
School 
Education 
Policy 

2.7 
GOP 
Primaries 

3.1 
Inflation 
on prices 
and effects 
on wages

3.7 
Healthcare 
access and 
expansion

1.9 
Nonprofits 
investment
s in local 
communiti
es 

4.3 
Police 
Shootings

1.9 
Winter 
Storms 

1.8 
Mask 
Mandates

3.4 
Ukraine 
War 

1.8 
Voter 
Suppressio
n: 
legislation 
that makes 
it more 
difficult to 
vote

2.7 
Gas prices 
variability 

1.0 
The stock 
market 
highs and 
lows and 
financial 
advice.

2.8 
Sexual 
Assault 

1.7 
Fires and 
Spills 

1.5 
Covid 19 
Vaccine

2.2 
Ukraine 
Refugees 

1.7 
Capitol 
Riot 

2.3 
Police 
Investigati
on: reports 
and press 
releases

1.4 
Biden 
Vaccine 
Mandate

1.9 
Incidents 
in other 
countries 

1.6 
Voting 
Rights: 
congress 
to protect 
voting 
rights 

2.0 Crime 
reports 
and 

1.6 
Human 
Rights 
Violations

PENNSYLVANIA Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Biden 
Agenda

Redistricting WI Election 
Investigation

Opioid 
Epidemic 

HealthcareHealthcare

COVID-19 
Cases

COVID-19 
Restrictions 
Abroad

Mask 
MandateOther States 

Covid Rules

Mask 
Mandate

Vaccine 
Mandate

Supreme 
Court Pick

Sexual 
Harassment

Convictions &  
Sentencing

Crime

NonprofitsBusiness 
Investments

Local 
Investments 

Q1 Financial 
ReportsReal

estate

Climate 
Change

Environment

City Council 
Proceedings

School Board 
Proceedings

Governor 
Evers

Trump & 
Jan 6

Climate 
Change

Fires

Governor 
Evers

Gas 
Prices

Tax cuts

Local 
Elections

Ukraine War

Russia Attacks 
Ukraine

Business 
Investments

Abortion 
Restrictions 

WISCONSIN Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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1.1%

0.0%

2.9%

4.3%

0.0%

11.7%

8.8%

5.4%

9.8%

7.7%

11.0%

14.6%

12.1%

Abortion

Aviation

Upcoming Elections

Employment & Inflation

Schools

Business Moves & Mergers

Environment & Climate

Health & Science

Elections & Voting Rights

International Affairs & Russia

State & Local Government Proceedings

COVID-19

Crime & Law Enforcement

Wisconsin Rural Media Coverage by Topic

WISCONSIN Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Topic Key

Abortion

Upcoming Elections

International Affairs 
& Russia 

Schools

Health & Science

Employment & 
Inflation
Environment & 
Climate
Elections & Voting 
Rights
State & Local 
Government 
Proceedings
Crime & Law 
Enforcement
Business Moves & 
Mergers

COVID-19

Wisconsin Rural Media Coverage by Topic Over Time

WISCONSIN Rural outlet coverage
Jan 2 to Mar 24, 2022
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Health & 
Science

Business 
Moves & 
Mergers

Crime & 
Law 
Enforcem
ent

Environm
ent & 
Climate

COVID-
19

Internati
onal 
Affairs

Elections 
& Voting 
Rights

State & 
Local 
Governm
ent 
Proceedin
gs

Schools Upcoming 
Elections

Abortion Jobs & 
Inflation

Aviation

5.4 11.7 12.1 8.8 14.6 7.7 9.8 11.0 0 2.9 1.1 4.3

4.3 
Healthcare 
access and 
expansion 

3.3 
Investment
s into local 
business 
and 
communiti
es 

6.6 
Crime 
reports 
and arrests 

4.3 
Climate 
Change: 
Change in 
fuels and 
reducing 
emissions  

4.4 
Other 
States’ 
Covid 
Rules

3.7 
War in 
Ukraine 

3.5 
Trump’s 
involveme
nt in Jan 6

4.6 
City 
Council 
Proceeding

2.9 
Local 
Elections –
GOP 
focused

1.1 
Abortion 
Restriction
s 

4.3 
Gas Prices

1.1 
Opioid 
Epidemic 

3.0 
Business 
and Tech 

3.1 
Convictions 
and 
Sentencing 

3.3 
Environme
nt: habitat 
and 
environme
ntal 
destruction

4.3 Covid-
19 Cases 
and access 
to testing 

3.3 
Russia 
Attacks 
Ukraine 

2.3 WI 
Election 
Investigati
ons

4.6 
School 
Board 
Proceeding
s 

2.2 
Non-Profits 
investment
s into local 
communiti
es

2.4 Sexual 
Harassmen
t 

1.2 
Wildfires 
and 
accidents 

2.9 Mask 
Mandate 

2.3 
Capitol 
Riots 

1.5
Actions 
Taken by 
Governor 
Evers

1.7 
Business 
Investment
s into local 
communiti
es

1.7 
Covid 19 
Restriction
s 

1.7 
Redistrictin
g updates 
and effects 
on 
electorate

1.5 
Real Estate 

1.3 
Vaccine 
Mandates

WISCONSIN Rural outlet coverage
Jan 1 to Mar 24, 2022
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Trending Hashtags & Terms

Rural Social Conversation:
Crime & Law Enforcement

Crime & Law Enforcement



57Rural Social Conversation:
Inflation

Trending Hashtags & Terms

Inflation



58Rural Social Conversation:
Energy & Climate

Trending Hashtags & Terms

Energy & Climate


